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OBJECTIVES ^ . 

When you finish this niocUile xoii wiJl bcahk* to: 

1. Explain what a sales contract is. 

2. Get help fiorn the consumer agencies it there is a problem with your sales contract, 

3. Explain who the most important people in a courtroom are. and .what the\' do. 

4. Explain some of the differences between a civil trial and-a criminal trial. 

5. Particijiate in a small claims court proceeding. 

6. Get legal aid. help if you need it. 

7. Folh>vt the necessaiy steps in order to protect your, rights if xou are arrested. 
SITUATION SETTER: A SALES CONTRACT ' 

A contract i.s an agiVement between people. For example, one person may agree to buv 
a car, an encyclopedia, or furniture from another person or from a store. A contract is 
usualK' printed on a form (paper). ^ 

DIALOG: BUYING FURNITURE 

Rafael and Li/cia are. in the Midtown Furnitine Store. They want' to buv some 
furniture for their^iving room. The salesman llcis been showing them sx)me couches. 
Salesman: Have you made up your mind? 

Rafaeh ^Yes. Well take this one. It^s expensive, but my wife likes it.' - 
Salesman: Okay. I have the sales contract right here. If yon-\vill just sign your name, 
I'll order it for vou. Pl^?ase wajt here. , : 

• ■■■ '/ 



Lucia: Wait a minute, Rafael. 
Rafael: What^s the matte r'^ - 

Lucia: Remember what we learnied about signing contractsl 
Rafael: Well, I know that once I sign juy name, I can't change my mind. , 
Lucia: Yes, usually that \s true.* 
Rafael: Then what s the trouble? 

Lucia: You didn't read the ct)ntract. You have to be sure that. you understand what you 

are sighing. . . 

Rafael: You're right. . ; 




* If a salesman vomes to your house, and you buy something' from him, he may ask you to sign a* 
contract. If you changeVour mind after he leaves, you have three days in which to stop the contract and 
^et your money hack. ' * 
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^ 'Salesman:' WvW, I ha\'c;the contrj 

Rafiiel: Wait a niiniile. ^vaiit Ta^ 
' Salesman: It's just a staiulard'contra- 
Rafael: No. I ni sorn , Wc want -to hv s{ 
Salesman: Okay. If'tluMV is ain part that*'^tfir)cl()i^ iiiulcM-staiuK I'll help you, 
Lucia: Thank vou: ' ^ 



Now, if'\ ()u'll just sign right Iumv 
)({c^* signs tluMn. ' 



MlCR(JCON\'ERSATK)NS: Pracfice these eonvei sations with another student. 

VIICROCONVERSATION 1: Signing a Contiaet ' ' 

Student A: O K. If \'ou 11 just sign your nanu* right hero , , . 
Student B: Wait a minute. I want to road it first, v ^ " ' 
Student A: Why' 1 ' v ^ ' 

Student I want to check on the price that I ha\e to,pa\ . 

when it 11 he delivered. 

what will hapi^ if'the wrong thing i<tleli\ered. 
^ . ' what will happen if i^t'sYlainaged> \^ ' 

MICROCONVERSATION 2: Reading the Contract 



Student A 
Student B 
Student A 



I don't understand alhthe word.s in this contract, ' 
Tlien^don't sign it. Ask someone to help \().u, - ^ 
O. K. We'll come hack later witli m\'^neighhor. 

' my f'l'iend who.is a lawyer, 

» . - ' mv son. 

m\' datigJiter.' 
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DIALOG: TROUBLE WIJH THE SALES CONTRACT 

Halael and Lucia bought the couch. They' have waited for two months ilnd the couch 
• has n()tj)een dehvered to their house. They ha\ e^h eady paid for it Their contract said 
that it woukl come in three weeks. Rafael is caUing the store again. 
Ra{iieh May I speak to the manager, please? » ' ' 

Manager: Thts is Mr. Green. Can I help you? 

Rafael: Yes, we are still waiting for the couch that we bought two months ago 
. Manager:- Yes: well, my truck driver hurt Ins back, and we haven^t been able to^iake 
deliveries. , . - ^ / \ 

Rufael: But that's what you toJd me the last time I called, * ' 
Manager: Don't w6rr\ . You'll hin e it in a few days, n . 
/ Rafael:' You also said tUat last time I called! Good-We. ' ' ^ 
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DIA'LOG: DE^CIDING WHAT TO DO * 

Rafael: We*re7iever going to get the couch. 
Lucia: No, and they won't give us our money *back, eitliei*. 
Rafa^el: .What,shoukl we do? 
Lueia:' -We can call someone who will help us. 
Rafael: Tha^s a good idea. Let\^ 'call the Consumer Protection Board. ,Tlmy cah \\e\^ 
•us; and there is no charge.'^ Their number is in the phone hodk.:^ 
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* Yoii^on*t have to pay them for their help. 
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DIALOG: THE COUCH ARRIVES. * ' 

Rafifel: Calling the ConsuimM- Protection Board was a good idea . ' • 

Lucia: Ves., that store dehN ered the couch right^away Nvhen the hoard called them: 

RHtuehl iii nialK; ghd that the\- helped ^rs. ' . ' 

Lucia: So am I. > I like the new couch, too! ■,. , - 




NHCROCONVERSATIONS: Practice hieke conversations with- another student. 
NHGROCONVERSAtlON 1: Cons^umer Pr^lems V , 

Student A: The funHture-hasn.t conie yet; and tl^store won't do anything ahout it.' 

/is damaged; , ' • / 

^ ^ isn'V what we ordered; _ . ■ ^ 

' ' • is the wrong color; 

Student B: Let's get help. . • ' ^ 

. ■ ■ • ...... • i \ ■ 
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NIICROCO^VEUSATION 2: r^ettin^ 

Student- AMVlu) should I call lor holp? ^^ . 
Stiulenl B: Yo^J can call the .ConsiiiiUM^ P^ofcctimi Hoard, 
, . the C^on.siiincr h'raiid BHrcaii,' 

■ ' " -the Better lousiness *f}iii'eaii. 
/: . the local TV station: It has someone who lielps constnners, 

^the. newspaper. It ha5''sn.iutu^jie''\vh() ludps c()nlnlT^KM'^^ 
' the tdiainher of Coiiimerce: 

» A 

\ 

StiicWnt A: Where can I^nd their phone nund)er? ♦ • . « j 

Stiidmit^ B: Look in the phone Iniok, or call jdie uilornuitioii opji^rator,- 



COXIPREHENSIG^ 9VESTIONS , 

I. W hat iUi contract? ' " , \ ' ' . ^ 
2/ ('an you cluui^re your mind alter xo'u Ivi^Vc sii^ncd a c{)ntra<it in a store?' 

3. It the s'\desniai\ comes to your honne.and x'ojir sii^i a contract, can >*oii cJumgc yoi 
. - niindr* When? > ^ " * , ' ^ " 

4. W hat should yon do'helore y<(u sign a contract? 

5. Can Nou-hrinjr soincN)ne to. the stoi{' to help you reacl the contract? 

If the .store docs not deliver what you ha\'e ordered, is there anythino; yoircan do? 
7, 'Where can >;()u t^o lor ludp with a c()iisuiner"pr{)l)lc>rtii^ - • . ' 

<S, D() y()u ha\'c,t() pay iiw^icir jielp/ 
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POINTS FOR Discussion 

l\ HS\'c yoiirjlarents e\'er signed a contract? What was^it lor? 

^2, >WVs it hard to mulcrstan\l the words in the contract? Did they ask someone to help 
them? Could \ {)u help' them? • ' 

3. Did they c\'cr^jrder something tnnn a st^rc, and the wrong thing came to your 
house?. Did th^y complain to thc'store? Di(^ the store delix'cr the item that yoin^ 
parents ordered:^^ - ' ' , . 

4. Have your parents ever eafled a place that helps consumers, Descrihe what 
happened . - ^ * / 

5. Wdiy are there special rules lior c\>ntract,^ that are signed in xour home? Do yi)u 
think that soinctinles people are "talked into ' huying something that they don't 
really wa^nt? ' ' 

(x Is it a g(){/d idea ta keep y(^ur copy of the contract in case th^re is a proWem? 



ROLE PLAY ^ _ 

1. You are shoBlHngin a furniture store, T^he sak^sman gives you a contract to sign, and 
yoH'want to check it h^fore you sign' it. Ask^the salesman^ cjnestions ahout the 

^ conti'act hcfore yon sign it, ^ 

2. ^ Y()i|rJ^rniture arrived and it is damage^d. The store won't take it back. You call the 

Consumer Protection Board and ask then! to help you. Explain what happened. 



JHE COURTROOM \ . • 

Hafhel and Lucia are watdiing a trial in.a com tiooin. In tht> United States' trials a.'e 
almost alwax s^open to the public. People Who, are watching the trial sit *i. the 
spectators seats. • . - 5, . ■ j 

Lucia: WhoV f he nian wearing the hlatk r()be? , 'Al , ' 

Rafael: He s.the judge. The place where he k sitting is called bench 
Lucifi: Is he the man who runs the trial? V ^ ,' ] 

. Hafoel: Yes. He makes sure.that everyone understands what laws.are iJemiTTrnked 
about, . > - ' » 

.Lucia: . If the lawyers or the jury are not surJ al)out a certniH question, what does the 

"judge- dor, » ' ^ . . . ^ ' 

Rafael: He" explains it to them. * . • ' ' ^ 

Luciu: He has to know a great deal about the laws. " • • 
Ra^I: Yes, he does. * . - . 

COMPREHENSION (QUESTIONS • 

1. 'Who runs the trial? . ," • ' 

2. ' What cloej^the judge liiive' to do? • 

■'I W'ho sit.s in' the spectators" seats?- '' " 

■^cta- You said .something about the jury." Ls that a group of l2 people who are 
- , ri.stening \o thd trial? - ' • , 

Rafoel: Yes/ the jur;^' usually has- 12 people. - They have to li^^te.,. to people from both 
_ _ • ^ides of the argument. Then they detide who is rJght and who is wrong 
v^ucia: How do they decide? 

Rafael: At the end of the trial, they go into a room^by themselves. Thev talk about 
' ever\'thmg that thev saw ahd heard during; the' trial. ' ' 

Lucia: That mu.st-iike'ii^long time; , - 

Rafael: Sometimeme jtnT blks aboiit a tria ' ' 

Lucia: How do thejT^^illy decide on a verdict? % .. , - 

Rafael: T^ey vote. Nobody knows how each perso'n is voting.. Ilr's a secret. Whdnallof 
^ ^ the people ^)n the jury agree -oh the same- verdict^ thev go back into' the 
courtroom. / < , 

Lucia: Thten what cl^) tbg^ do? . ' ' ' *: 

«afael: They go into fhe courti-oom and tell the judge what their decision, or verdict 
is. - • ' 
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\j} certain kinds of trials, the juruonlv ha.s .six peopfe. 



COMPKEHENSION Ql KS HONS 

1. What (Iocs i\\v witiuvss do:" Is what hr or she says ynportant:":'. 

2. Docs aiu u rite down w hat is hcin^.sajd in i\\c coni tiooin"'' W hat is that person 
• called^ ' ■ * * 

3. ('ail an\ h()(K walk^ into a cotirtVooin and watch a ti ial':^ 

FOR AD\ ANCEI) STl I)K\fiS: More information on the court roont 
MIM-I)IAiX)(;S - . * 

L C'rinuiial Court 

1. ueia: I iiiidcrstaiid that* there ai'c two (hilei-eut kinds oi'tiials. 

Hafaeh Acs, there are criminal cases and ci\il cases. In ciiniinal cases, a man who 
■ woi ks [oi- the State (the District AttorncN ) has to prox'c.that the person^,)!! ti ial 
. stole moncN ,^ attacked sonudnxU , oi killed somehodx , .etc. 

2. Civil l\)iu t . ' 

Lucia: What kindoi'conrt do I uo to foi a.sci ious piohlem with my landloi'd':" i Iv won t 

liie^ heat oi hot watiM", and I don t want to pa\ my vrwi, 
Rafael: \ini wonld lia\'e t()'t;et xour own lawNci- aiuJ uo to ci\ il court. VoUr landlord 

, woijd hiiim his lawNcr'. 
Lucia: Does ci\*il c6m't ha\'c a JuiA':" • 

Rafael: Sometimes. Wn often it s only a judi^c who decides who s rit^ht. The person 
w ho is complaining is called the plaint if] . The ot he i* person, like your landlord, 
' is called th,c dcieudant. 



3. The Jury ^ 
Lucia: Docs cmma' court case ha\c a jui \ ':^ 

Rafael: IVo- (/riminal cases usualK' \\d\c a jur\'. (-i\'il cases sometimes ha\'e a jm y, and 
-sometimes just a jud^e listens to the case and decides on a \'ei(lict. 

4. The Jury 

llucia: Who are the peopk* on the jur\ 'r* ' " 

Rafat^l: Tluw' ai*e just citi/e.ns of the United States whfTaic asked to he on the juiy, it is 
not impoi tant wlufel|thcir johs arej^whethei' the\ ai*e i ich or not, oi* whei'c they 
. came from. If ho^^ Tawyi^rs fr()in l)()th sides a^ree that the person willdoa^ood 
jol) and he faii\ T>e or she is ac/'i^pted. 

. • ■ "" ' • ^ . 

5. Appealing t<) a Hi^ijlier ('ourt 

Lucia< What happens if you" lo.sc tlie trial? " - 

Rafael: In. the JL^nitcd States, the losing si(l(» in civil and criminal ^'onrt cases can 
usually appeal to a In^luu* court. 'i hcN' can appeal if* there is a (juestion 
about the fairness of the ti ial. 



COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

1, Arc tluMo dillerent kinds ol' courts in the United States':^ 

2. What kind of case is it wheit a person says that somebody attacked or killed 
another jX'rson? 

:l What kind of case is it if you have serious tryuhle with your landlord? 

4. Does a civil case usually have a juiy? " ^ 

5. After the triaKis ttnished^Mr you do not l)clie\'L' that the trial was fair, what can 
\ ()U do? ' ' ► • 

(i Does e\eiy trial have a jiny:' What tnaTs ^nay not ha\'e a juiy? ^• 

7. What does the plaintiff' do:^ . \ * ' • 

8. What does the detendant do? 

9. Does a criminal casi' usualK' have a jun ? 

/ ,: . 

POINTS FOR DISCUSSION ' 

1. What do you think about juries*:' Do you, think that this is a ^ood way to decide 
who is ij;uilt\' and who is not? ' 

2. In your countiy, do the\' have courts and juries? 

3. Have you ever seen a trial? What was it like? 

4. Have you ever seen a trial {)n television? Describe it. 

3. Do you think that a guilty person can sometimes "win^* a case if he or she has 
a i^ood lawyer, or if the lacts are not understandable? , / 

6. What do \ou think about a court system that mi^ht let a piilty person go free? 
Should it be changed? If yes, how? . ' 



ROLE PLAY 

L Look at the illustration of the courtroom. You are in a courtroom with a friend. 
Explain what all the different people are doin^. What are the people called? 
What kind of'trhil do you think it is? 

2. Choose 12 members of the class to be a jury. Choose one person to be the 
plaintiff, one perso'n to be the plaintifFs lawyer, one person to be the defen- 
dant, one person to be the (lefen(lant\s lawyer, and One person to be the 
judge. The delendant is a landlortl who is not taking care of his building. The 
plaintiff thinks that the building is dangerous to live in, and he won^ pay his 
rent until the landlord fixes it. Argue the case. Have the judge tell the juiy 
what to do. Then have the jury go out of the room to discuss the ca.s.e, and to 
decide whV is right. When they have reached, a verdict, have them come back 
into the nxhu and tell everybody what they have (lecided\ 

:l Make up your own trial with the othcM' nK>ml)ers of the class. Decide on a 
problem/ It could be a disagreement between students in the classroom, some- 
thing that rc^ally happcMied to one of the students, or something that the stu- 
dents saw on television. Act out the different parts of a trial. Decide^who is 
right and who is wrong. 
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SMALL CLAIMS COURT 
READING 

TluMt' dvc otluM- kinds of courts besides cixil and criminal courts. Small claims 
court is lor a person w ho has a problem that must be- decided 1)\ a jud^e. You 
don't^iecd a lawx er. The two peoplCv^w ho disae;ree tell their stories to the judge. 
Th/judiie decides who is rii!;ht. Small claims court is onlx' for cases which invoke 
Sl/oOO or less. 

MICROCOW ERS.VnONS: Practice these conversations with another student. 

\iICROCON\ERS.VnON 1 ^. 

Student \: The ck *aner made a hole' in mv new coat! 

Student .B: Tell him t^hat you want him to pa\' \ ()u lor a ne\v coat. 

\ \ / lix the coat. • ^ 

' \ , ^k e you money so that 

( \'()u can luue it fixed^ 

Student A: He won't do it. What should I do? * * , 
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MICROCONVERSATION 2 \ « 

Student A: Did y^)ii talk to the cloaucM' about fixing voiir coat? 

Student B: He told me that it was an old coat. He won't give mc any money 

Student A: Then you have to call your lawyer. 

V 'i^^^l about small claims- court, 

* make him go to court and let the 

judge decide Who's right and who's wrong, 

MICROCOW ERSATION 3 . ' 

Student A: I have to go to small claims court todav. 
Student B: Why? What happened':^ 

Student A: 'I ha\e to go because a car backed into my fence, 

• the cleaner tore my new suit, and 

he won't pay, 

John Doe owes me $200, and he won't 

pay it to me, 
I own a siore, and somebody owes me 
' money, and won't pay nie. 



COXIPREHENSION QUESTIONS ^ 

1, Do you need a lawyer for smalfclainis court? 

2, What are some of the problems that people bring to small claims court? 

3, Did you ever need a small claims court. What did vou do'to solve vour prob- 
leni'^ ' , ' 

4,. Does small claims court have a juiy? 

5, Who decides on which person is right? 

6. Mow niuch money is involved in a small claims case? * 



ROLE PLAY 



The cleaner damaged your new coat and he won't pay you for it. Go to small 
claims court Vith him, and tell the judge what happened, .(The person who is the 
cleaner could also tell his side of the stoiy. Maybe the coat was damaged before it 
was brought to the cleaner,) 
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PROTECTING YOUR RIGHTS IF YOU ARE ARRESTED 
DIALOG • ' 

Situation Setter 

Kahu'l and Lucia saw a T\' proi^raiu last night. A man was arrested !)>' the pohce. 
The police officer had to read something to the man ahoiit what his rights are if he 
is arrested. ^ ^ 

Rafael: Kemember the "City Police" show last night on TV? V 
Lucia: Yes. Did you understand the stoiA ? 

Rafael: 1 understood most of it, hut what did the police oflicer read to the man 

who was arrested? • ' » 

Lucia: He was reading him his rights. * . 

N 




^Rafael 

Lucia: 

y 

Rafael 
Lucia: 
Rafael 
Lucia: 

Rafael 
Lucia: 



Rafael 
Lucia: 

Rafael 
Lucia: 



What are a persoiA's "rights" when he is arrested? 

He has the right to remain silent. This means that he does not hav^ to say 
anything at all to anyhody. not even to the foolice officer, , ' ^ . ^ 

.\V[hat other rights does he have? 

He has the right to have a lawyer >vho can help him, ^ 
\Vhat happens, if he starts to talk? . . 

He really shouldn't talk to anyhody until he 'has a lawy^^r who can tell hini 
what to do, 

; Why is it a good idea to remain silent? < * ^ %^ 

Do you remember what the police oJBcer said when he read the man^ils 
rights? Did you hear the officer say, "Anything you say may lie held 
against you in a cx)urt of law?" • * 
; Yes, What does that mean? 

It means that the police officer, or anyone else whom the arrested man 
talks to can repe^ what he said in court, \ 
What happens if they repeat what he said. 
It can l)t^ veiy harmful. It can incriminate'-' so^neone, 
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MIRANDA WARNING 

» You have the right to remain silent. ^ 

lything you say can and will be used against you 
a court of law. 

J 

'ou have the**tfht to t^k to a lawyer anC have 
hiin present ^h you while you are being 
questioned, 

4. If you cannot afford, to hire a lawyer, one will be 
appointed to represent you before any questioning, 
if you wish. ( 

5. You can decide at any lime to exercise these rights . 
and not answer any questions or make 
sijiemeni^. ^ 



any 



WAIVER 

After the warning and in order to secure a 
waiver, the followingquestionsshould.be asjked 
and an affirmative reply secured ' to y^ach 
question. 



i: Do you understand each of these /jghts I 
liave explained to you? 

2. Having'these rights in mind, do y(jilLi wish to/ 
talk to us now? ^ , 

' k . ■ i 




\ 



Your teacher can explain this word to you. 



Rafael: It\s really important to wait tor a la\vycM*t() help yo^/ isn't it':^ ' 
Lucia: \Vs, Did yon know that it' yon (lon't speak En^ijlish, ycui have a ri^i^ht to 
have an interpreter who can explain everythintj to you in your own Ian- 
tjuaije? ^ ' ' ' 

Rafael: So ifvon arc^ arrested yoii should not talk to anyone unless your lawycM* 
is iTi'esent? An inteipreter should also pres^rU, if needed? . , 

Lucia: «Tliat\s correct. That is what is meant when we say that your rights will he 

protectetl. ^4 ^ 

Rafael: Thank you tor explaining ikto me. It's important to know ahout this, 
Lucia: Yes, it is. ^ • * 



COMPREHENSION AND DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

L -Have you ev^r seen a police program oil TV':^ Was anyone arrested? J 
2. When somel)()dy is arrested, what do thr> police have to read to them? 

V^^^> '^"^^'^ arrested, do you have to answer the poMce ot!icer\s (luestions':^ 
vVhat should you tell the police officer? Should you tell the police otFicer that 

^ roTMvant a lawver? 

• * - ■> 

4, Does eveiyhody have the right to have a lawyer when theX^^are arrested? 

5, \Muit does 'Anything you say may he ll^ld against you" mean? Can you give 
an exaniple? . ^ 

6, WheA somebodWwas ar^-sted in your country, did the police have to rei.id 
then/ their right/?- Is this done in other countries? • 

7, What should you do if you are arrested and you don't speak English? 

8, Do you think that the reading of the rights is a good idea? " - ' : 
' 9. Why do we have, this law in the United States? ^ , , . 

10. Can you exptain what the word "rights" means? * 



ROLE PLAY 



Yoil have just been arrested. The police otKcer is asking y()iv:a.rl()t ot' questicnis 
ahout where ym were, what you we're doing, and who you were with. Tell hi,ni 
her that you won't answer any (juestions until you have a lawver. 



or 
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DIALOG: LEGAL AM3 

Karacl and Lucia arc talkifiu; about, iXM)ple who iiceHJielp' IVoin a Ia\v\'cr, 

Katael: 1 kiui^v that everybody has thy right to have a .Uiwyer, .but aren't some 

hiwyer.s \'er\' expensive? .^. \ 

Lucia: Yes, if nou ha\'c* a (hlFicult probleni^-Aou may haVc *() pay a h)t ot^oncy 

I ^ lor a Uiwyer's help, , ijk 

Katael: What it you don t l^ve. enough nioney? 

Lucia: U \()u don't ha\'e enough money to hire a lawyer, there are many ways 
that \'ou can still get help. 

Ratae^ \\1uit if nou have to *g() to a ciiininal court? What if you are accused of 
J kilhn<!; someone and don't have enough nioncy to hire a lljfvyer? . 

Lucia: In a ciMminal ca^i,e, e\'er\' count}' //h/.sY have a lawxer who will help the ac- 
cused person. Sometimes the coifcty hires a Kmyer and pays him or hfr, 
and sometimes the countx' has its own lawyers for people who need tli^ir 
help. This is .called a-vs/^^z/rr/ copnscL because .t|ie lawyer is given the case 
1)\' the judge. - ^ 

Rafael: What is a public detender? \ \ 

Lucia: ifhat is also a lawyer who works for thcicounty and helps pe»;ik> who can- 
not pa\' lor a lawN'cr. The county^ pays him or her. 



Rafael: Ifx voii havo to go to, civil court, can you still get ,a lawyer if you "can*t 

affoVd to pay? / , — ^ * ^ 

Lucia: Yes, nio^ cities aiuVjlarge^countries havc^, something called Lc^al Aid. 

, Legal Aid is usually for civil cnses. • » 

Rafael: How can yoii gef help from Legal Aid? A- " "7 

Lufta: You, have to show that you earn less than $55 a week if you are not mar- 
ried, (H* less than, $75 i\ week if you are hiarried. For each child, you can 
earn another $10 a week, and still get Legal Aid/'' >^ 

. Rafael: Ho^y ()ld do you have to l)e to gejt Legal Aid?* 
Lucia: You can he any a'ge. There i.S' no requirement. 

Rafael:^ Can 1 just call Lt^gal Aid and make an appointment t()^iiee a lawyer? 
Lucia: 'Yes. The\' will tell vou when ft) come to the oHice, ^ 



V 



COMPREHENSION QUESTIOI^S 



L Can you get help from a lawyer if you can't afford to pay the lawyer? 

2, Where can you^^o for legaNhclp in a civil case? ."^ - " 

3, Who will get a lawyer for you in a criminal case? 

4, What is "^assigned counsel"? What \k a "public defender"? Are they the\sanie? 

5, How 



much money cai^g^i unmarried person earn each ^ek, and stitl>get help 
a Legal 'A^d^knwer? How much money can a married Hjrson earn and 
stilLget help? \ - . ^ 

6. How do you make an app'bintmtliit to see a Legal Aid lawyer? , 



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS ^ 

L • Do you think that 'Legal Aid is a goo'd idea? ^, ' 

2. What would happen if poor peopk" could not have lawyers because tliey could 
not afford to pay them? ' / 

3. Have you ever needed help from a law\jer? Wlt^t did you do? 

4, Do you know where there is a Legal AkI office near you? 

5, Lawyers cai*,help you with many problems. What are some of these p^blei^s? 



* The financial retjuircnuMits are l)asecl on the Federal P()verty Index. Ask your teacher to ex- 
plain what that is. _ ^ 



